Parkland’s campus-wide student newspaper since 1968 | prospectusnews.com

Free

April 11, 2018
Vol. 49, No. 12
CAPTION NEEDED

Parkland students and staff
volunteer in Flint, Michigan
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gregGANCARZ | Editor

For students seeking a
departure from the typical spring break frivolities, Parkland’s Office of
Student Life organized an
Alternative Spring Break
to Michigan this year.
In conjunction with the
Firestone Center, a charity organization which
focuses on efforts in the
community of Flint, Michigan, Parkland’s student
life activities program
manager Josh Clark coordinated a trip to Flint.
Students and staff volunteered their time over
break to aid in construction in Flint through five
separate charitable organizations.
Flint was declared to
be in a state of emergency
in 2014 after dangerous lead contamination
was detected in the city’s
water supply.
The
trip,
which
spanned from March
18–22, and included a
total of 13 students, about
half of whom were from
Parkland’s Construction
Design and Management
Program. The program
partnered with Student
Life in organizing the
trip. The other students
came from the general
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student body. Two chaperones, Clark and Ruthie
Counter of Parkland’s
marketing and writing
team, went on the trip as
well.
The Alternative Spring
Break was organized by
Clark after he was contacted by Annie Stoltman, the manager of the
Firestone Center.
“Luckily, I am in a position to organize and lead
a trip like this,” Clark
said.
The trip to Flint by
Parkland bus took about
six hours one-way. Upon
arrival at their quarters
at the Firestone Center in
Flint on Sunday, March

18, the students and staff
were allotted time to settle in before departing
for a tour of the city. The
next three days consisted
of construction work at
various charity locations
including missions and
a Habitat for Humanity
home. Meals for the participants were provided
at the Firestone Center.
Emily Grumish, who
heard about the trip at
a Service-Learning Advisory Council meeting in
February, attended as a
student representative
of the Phi Theta Kappa
Honor Society and Club
Access. She said she did
a bit of everything during

her time volunteering.
“I helped scrape and
paint walls in a classroom at the Sylvester
Broome Empowerment
Village. I also touched
up walls in their gymnasium…helped clean and
shine the gymnasium
floor…[and] helped clean
up a property for the
Eastside Mission which
was to become the future
women’s alcohol and drug
treatment facility,” Grumish said. “This included
getting rid of all the
trash, weeds, and other
debris laying around on
the property. At the Habitat for Humanity House
Build, I helped with clean
up and assisted in renovating the property.”
“The Firestone Center did an excellent job…
connecting our service
work to the community of
Flint,” Clark said.
Each evening, after
construction work, the
volunteers had a speaker
from the community come
in and share the effects of
the charity work over dinner.
“We learned a lot about
the city and all about different programs that are
helping the community
get back on its feet,” Grumish said. “With each

speaker, we went around
the table introducing ourselves and sharing what
we learned that day.
Everyone had a different
perspective. I was never
expecting to form such a
strong connection to students that were strangers to me just the week
before.”
According to participants, the local community was “receptive,”
“impressed,” and “grateful” for the volunteer
work provided by Parkland students.
“They were impressed
with the sheer amount
of work we accomplished.
All the evening speakers were impressed by
how engaged, passionate,
and thoughtful our students were. Everyone was
encouraging, thankful,
and wanted us to return,”
Clark said.
The group began their
trip back to Parkland on
Thursday morning on
March 22.
Clark said the trip was
an “eye opening” as well
as “transformative.”
“Just over the course of
three days, I saw students
become more confident,
come together to work as
a team, and get so much
work accomplished at the
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non-profits we worked
with. That is why this
trip filled me with pride,
to see how engaged, committed, and hardworking
the Parkland students
were,” Clark said.
Clark
said
that
although most of the students began the trip as
strangers to one another,
they were still able to
come together and leave
a positive impact on the
local community in addition to developing “both
as individuals and as a
team.”
Grumish said that
Parkland’s Alternative
Spring Break taught her
that “even doing small
things as one person can
make an impact when
working together as a
group to accomplish a
huge task.”

Parkland and UIUC to repack rice
davidSAVEANU | Reporter

On April 14, Illini
Fighting Hunger, a registered student organization at UIUC, will organize a Day of Service at
Memorial Stadium.
“Basically, it is just a
rice and bean repack, so
all of the rice and beans
are brought over to
memorial stadium where
the repack is taking
place,” said Gabi Fisher,
Parkland’s AmeriCorps
VISTA who helps inform
Parkland students about
volunteer opportunities.
Food repacking events,
between the University
of Illinois and Parkland,

offer students and community members volunteering
opportunities. The goal is to repack
151,000 meals, according
to the Illini Fighting Hunger website.
“Volunteers are set up
in a sort of assembly line
where they’ll pour the rice
and beans into these little bags that then get put
into boxes,” Fisher said.
The Day of Service at
UIUC is a yearly event,
coming up on its sixth
year.
According to the Illini
Fighting Hunger website, they are estimating
around 1,300 volunteers.
The event is open to the
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In this recent photo, canned goods are lined and
stacked at the Wesley Food Pantry located on
Parkland’s campus.
community and provides
volunteers with a multitude of options for when
to volunteer, how long to

volunteer, and the specific jobs to work.
Shifts run from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. in 90-minute

increments with the ability to volunteer multiple
shifts or all day.
“The Illini Fighting
Hunger is the organization that spearheads it,
but they work with a lot of
different organizations,”
Fisher said.
Different
organizations will often plan
events associated with
the UIUC’s Day of Service. This year, Parkland
will have its own repacking day as well.
Joshua Clark, Parkland’s student life activities manager, is organizing a repacking day on
April 11.
Clark said that the

Fact or Fiction
Even in coastal U.S. states, people are much more likely to
suffer a lightning strike rather than a shark attack.
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plan is to repack 1,750
pounds of food.
Parkland will be working with students and different organizations to
repack rice specifically
for the Wesley Food Pantry at Parkland.
“That’s going to just go
to Wesley food pantry on
campus,” Clark said.
“The one at Memorial Stadium, it goes to
the Eastern Illinois foodbank and they spread it
throughout Champaign
and Champaign County,”
Clark said.
The goal is that the
repack day “becomes a
SEE RICE PAGE 4
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Review: opening night of “Memphis”
emmaGRAY | Editor
Parkland’s theatre will be showing performances of its latest musical
“Memphis” until April 22.
The musical, directed by Jeff Dare,
opened at Parkland on April 5, with
nearly all of the seats filled with a lively
audience.
The musical follows the story of Huey
Calhoun, played by Jake Fava, as he
goes from being a guy who can’t hold a
job to a famous radio star to a radio host
with only one listener on a show at the
end of the radio dial. Along the way he
falls in love with a singer named Felicia
Farrell, played by Zoe Branch, and fulfills her dream of getting on the radio.
The musical takes place in Memphis
in the 1950s and deals with race relations of the time head-on. It tells a hopeful tale of how music helped nudge tolerance and understanding along while
showing the daily struggles, dangers,
and need for more change.
The most striking aspect of Parkland’s take on “Memphis” is the set. The
set brings to life downtown Memphis
complete with neon signs and live music.
The set also featured a large staircase
which, depending on the scene, led up
to the exit of the bar, to the front door
of Calhoun’s mother’s house, or to the
upstairs of the grocery store. Depending
on which scene was going on, the stairs
either faced the audience or were turned
to face off stage. Between scenes, crew
members seamlessly transitioned from
one state to the other, swiveling the
staircase and moving staircase railings
from one position to another.
The stage was laid out so that on either
side of the main stage, on the aprons of
the stage, there were windows into different rooms. From the audience’s point
of view, on the left lay the radio station
in which Calhoun brings his dream of
being on the radio to life. On the right
side was an open wall behind which the
live band sat, in full view of the audience.

The ability to see the band throughout
the performance made the show captivating and brought more energy to it.
Energy was not lacking throughout
the rest of the play, however. From the
singing to the dancing, the play bounced
with energy. At multiple points, ensemble members were seen doing running
leaps, cartwheels, and full splits. At
each trick, the audience let out whoops
to show they were impressed or entertained.
As can be expected for any opening
night show, there were hiccups along the
way. Besides a few minor wardrobe mishaps, the only hiccups which detracted
from the show were a few sound problems. During the first act, a microphone
was left turned on while back stage for
a minute or two, allowing the audience
to hear the whispers of actors and crew
back stage over the speakers. At other
points though, microphones on actors
on stage seemed too quiet, making the
words hard to hear.
Most of the show though, was perfectly audible and pleasant to listen to.
The cast members sang their hearts out,
holding their own with difficult songs. At
a few points it was difficult to make out
the words being said or sang, but the
emotions being portrayed always came
across clearly.
One emotional scene which was done
particularly well was the scene during
which Calhoun and Farrell talk about
whether they should move to New York
so they can be together and be safe from
racism and laws which threaten them in
Memphis. Both characters came across
as genuinely distressed and their pain
could not only be seen in their body language but also could be heard in their
voices.
Overall Parkland’s production of
“Memphis” is a thoroughly enjoyable
show with a deep emotions, funny
moments, and beautiful performances
across the board.
Performances will be on April 13, 14,
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Felicia Farrell played by Zoe Branch stands on stage with ensemble members
behind her.
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Huey Calhoun played by Jake Fava sings on stage with ensemble members
looking on.
20, and 21 at 7:30 p.m. and on April 15
and 22 at 3 p.m.. Tickets are $16 for
adults, $14 for students and seniors,
and $10 for children, with special pricing available for large groups.

For more information and to reserve
tickets, visit theatre.parkland.edu and
click on “Memphis.”

Parkland launches new website
kaiPOPE | Reporter

On Thursday March 15, Parkland’s
new website went live.
The process for creating the new website began in 2016 and cost roughly
$175,000. The new website was created
primarily by Parkland staff and by Surface 51, a local software company.
Although much of the website was
built by Parkland programmers, it is a
customized website so Parkland was not
able to handle the size of the project by
themselves. Software is used that allows
the website to be built according to templates, as well as customizable pages.
Seamus Reilly, Parkland’s vice president for institutional advancement,
coordinated the project.
“The new website is organized a little
differently than the original website,”
Reilly said.
Reilly explained that while the previous website was organized by department, the new website is not.
“Websites used to be a repository of
everything in the institution,” Reilly
said. “But now, websites are being used
more directly to engage students and the
community…Much of our website now
is targeting our external audience, like
prospective students and community
members. We’ve got a number of land-

ing pages directed towards people…who
are looking to learn about [Parkland.]”
Reilly says the new website has less
lengthy information included compared
to the old site. Much of the information
that had previously been in long wordy
descriptions is now in links. This offers
a more intuitive and user-friendly way
to search through Parkland’s website,
according to Reilly.
Reilly said that the programmers and
marketing directors who run the site are
looking to use email and social media to
get information to people directly, rather
than leaving it on the site for people to
find.
Some resources offered through Parkland, such as the college newspaper
the Prospectus, do not have pages on
the new website. Instead, the Parkland
website offers a link to the separate site
where the newspaper can be found.
Reilly explained that the website is
set up in landing pages of key interest
such as science or the arts, instead of a
list of academic departments. Students
and community members can look up
their interests and find what Parkland
has to offer.
The new website also uses more visuals to show what is going on at Parkland. Videos and still images of students
and student activities scroll across the
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Pictured is a screenshot of Parkland’s new homepage.
screen to try to entice visitors to each
page to look a little closer at what Parkland has to offer them.
In a poll of students, it was found that
75 percent of students polled did not
know the website had changed. The students said they almost never go on the
main Parkland website, instead sticking
to my.parkland and Cobra.
Of the students who were aware of
the change in the site, 50 percent of the
students had found out through a classmate or friend.
“It’ll take some time [for people to
notice],” Reilly said. “We just flipped it on
a Friday, we didn’t announce it or any-
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thing. We do have a ‘Current Students’
section on the website, and we’re hoping
that students will use the website to get
a sense of what’s going on in the college.
We’ve got the scrolling events, and we’re
hoping it can give a sense of the vitality
of the campus.”
Reilly said he will continue to do
usability testing and profiling of students to see what else can be used on the
website. He hopes to make it more userfriendly and to use it to help students
connect more with the campus.
To see the new website, visit parkland.edu.
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COMICS & PUZZLES
Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS

crossword made on education.com
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15
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18
19

1. five feet per line. Unstressed, stressed
4. “Out of the ashes I rise with my red hair”
5. type of poem written by Shakespeare
(English) and Petrarca (Italian)
9. famous Japanese haiku master
11. poem with unrhymed iambic pentameter
12. language that describes in detail
13. sections of lines separate from each other
14. “We real cool. We left school.”
15. poem that uses visual elements such as
word patterns
16. short, humorous, rhyming poem
24. long, narrative poem

20
21

22
23

2. narrative poem with quatrains following the rhyme scheme abcb. Also a
type of dramatic song.
3. comparing two things without “like” or “as”
6. seize the day
7. “Two roads diverged in a yellow wood”
8. poem with three lines and meter of 5,7,5
10. Elizabethan poet and playwright
13. elected national poet
16. two lines of poetry with same rhyme
scheme in succession
18. “’Cause I’m a woman, Phenomenally”
19. “I, too, sing America”
20. “Quoth the Raven ‘Nevermore.’”
21. poem in honor of something or someone
22. “I am nobody! Who are you?”
23. figure of exaggerated speech
25. famous beat poet. “Howl”

24

25

Unmotivated, Stressed, Unsure
Across: or Anxious?

per line. Unstressed,
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2. narrative
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Openness.
the ashes I rise with my red hair"
the rhyme scheme abcb. Also a type of
Where: B129
poem written by Shakespeare When: 4/11, 4/18, 4/25
dramatic song.
From:
1-2pm
) and Petrarca (Italian)
3. comparing two things without "like" or "as"
Japanese haiku master
seize the day
Join Counseling Services for6.three
1 hour
ith unrhymed iambic pentameter
7. "Two roads diverged in a yellow wood"
sessions to experience highly effective practices
e that describes in detail
8. poem with three lines and meter of 5,7,5
that address these issues immediately!
of lines separate from each other
10. Elizabethan poet and playwright
Toschool."
Register or ask questions,
email
Marya
Burkepoet
cool. We left
13.
elected
national
at elements
mburke@parkland.edu
and
in with same rhyme
at uses visual
such as
16.write
two “Register”
lines of poetry
th
the subject line. Deadline April 10
.
tterns
scheme
in succession
umorous, rhyming poem
18. "'Cause I'm a woman, Phenomenally"
rrative poem
19. "I, too, sing America"
20. "Quoth the Raven 'Nevermore.'"
21. poem in honor of something or someone
22. "I am nobody! Who are you?"
23. ﬁgure of exaggerated speech

opyright 2018 Education.com

ANSWERS FROM
LAST WEEK

25. famous beat poet. "Howl"
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Fact or Fiction
Fact! The United States averages only 19 shark attacks
each year. Average shark attack fatalities are even lower.
Meanwhile, in the coastal U.S. states alone, lightning actually
kills more than 37 people each year. Now that fact’s a real
shocker!
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Parkland promotes

sexual assault awareness
evyjoCOMPTON | Reporter

April is sexual assault awareness
month and on Parkland’s campus, victims of sexual assault can go to Public
Safety, Counseling, and the Dean of Students’ office for information and aid.
Though, both men and women are
victims of sexual assault, there is higher
prevalence of assaults against women,
particularly during college years.
“Women are impacted by sexual
assault at a much higher rate than men.
It’s estimated that approximately 20 to
25 percent of all college women will experience sexual assault during their tenure,” said Ben Boltinghouse, police sergeant at the department of public safety.
There are specific laws regarding
what sexual assault is and how sexual
assault occurs.
“In Illinois, a person commits criminal
sexual assault if that person commits an
act of sexual penetration and uses force,
or the threat of force, or knows the victim lacks capacity to give consent,” Boltinghouse said. “There are also aggravating factors depending on the age of the
victim, the relationship between victim
and suspect, and whether a weapon was
involved. Other forms of unwanted sexual contact, such as the groping… are
also illegal.”
Sexual assault can occur virtually
anywhere, but on college campuses,
dorm rooms are a very common location.
“Parkland doesn’t have any dorms,
but even secluded study areas can be
the location of unwanted sexual contact,” Boltinghouse said.
There are several locations on Parkland campus that victims can go to for
help after an act of sexual assault.
“Victims of sexual assault can come to
the Public Safety office [located in] A160
for help, as well as Counseling and the
Dean of Students’ office,” Boltinghouse

said. “The most important thing is to
talk to someone and start to build a base
of support. So even if you don’t want to
go to the police at this time, it’s crucial to
get in touch with someone who can connect you with resources and help start
the recovery process.”
Sexual assault doesn’t occur on just
campus and there are several places in
Champaign-Urbana for victims to turn
to.
“Depending on how recently the
assault occurred, I would recommend
first going to a hospital to ensure any
injuries sustained during the course of
the assault can be tended to,” Boltinghouse said. “Other resources in the area
include RACES [which stands for] Rape
Advocacy, Counseling & Education Services, as well as the Women’s Resource
Center at the U of I.”
According to rainn.org, two out of
three sexual assault will go unreported
on a college campus.
“Unfortunately, it’s estimated that
the majority of assaults that occur go
unreported,” Boltinghouse said. “There
are probably a lot of reasons for that, not
least of all the culture of victim blaming
that exists, victims feeling embarrassed
or that it’s their fault. People feel like if
they tell someone about it, even friends
or family, that they’ll be disowned.”
Sexual assault awareness month
reminds people of the importance of
reminding victims and one another that
it is never the victim’s fault.
“If you’ve been assaulted, I think one
of the most important things to know is
that it wasn’t your fault,” Boltinghouse
said. “Regardless of where you were,
what time it was, how much you had to
drink, or what you were wearing, sexual
assault is never your fault. Another person made a decision to do this to you and
you are not to blame.”
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RICE
yearly thing supported by the student
organizations,” Clark said.
Parkland’s learning service website provides students with information about the Day of Service as well
as different volunteering opportunities
around campus.
“Parkland students, through the
my.parkland page, have access to the
service learning website and that’s
where I post a lot of different opportunities that pop up on campus or off campus,” Fisher said.
“Sometimes the organizations we
work with will contact me and I can put
that up on the [service learning] website
as well,” Fisher said.
The amount of opportunities available fluctuates depending on the events
going on in the community. However,
places like the Wesley Food Pantry on
campus are always looking for volunteers.
“We try to funnel anyone who is interested in volunteering here at Parkland over to [the Wesley Food Pantry],”
Fisher said.

The Wesley Food Pantry at Parkland
is located in the M-wing in room M138.
“It’s right there. It’s convenient,”
Fisher said.
The pantry is not only open to volunteers, but it also supports students and
community members who need extra
resources. The food pantry runs every
Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
every first and third Saturday of the
month, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
“If students are interested in having
certain things occur on campus, I’d be
interested in having them let me know,”
Fisher said.
Contact Gabi Fisher at GFisher@
parkland.edu if you have ideas for different volunteering events.
For future volunteer and service learning opportunities other than the Day of
Service event, log onto my.parkland.
edu, click on the Student Services tab,
followed by the Academics tab, then Service Learning.
To sign up for the Day of Service go
to dayofservice.cuvolunteer.org/register.
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